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Other Names/Abbreviations 

CBC 

Description 

Blood counts are used to evaluate and diagnose diseases relating to abnormalities of the blood 

or bone marrow. These include primary disorders such as anemia, leukemia, polycythemia, 

thrombocytosis and thrombocytopenia. Many other conditions secondarily affect the blood or 

bone marrow, including reaction to inflammation and infections, coagulopathies, neoplasms and 

exposure to toxic substances. Many treatments and therapies affect the blood or bone marrow, 

and blood counts may be used to monitor treatment effects. 

The complete blood count (CBC) includes a hemogram and differential white blood count (WBC). 

The hemogram includes enumeration of red blood cells, white blood cells, and platelets, as well 

as the determination of hemoglobin, hematocrit, and indices. 

The symptoms of hematological disorders are often nonspecific, and are commonly encountered 

in patients who may or may not prove to have a disorder of the blood or bone marrow. 

Furthermore, many medical conditions that are not primarily due to abnormalities of blood or bone 

marrow may have hematological manifestations that result from the disease or its treatment. As 

a result, the CBC is one of the most commonly indicated laboratory tests. 

In patients with possible hematological abnormalities, it may be necessary to determine the 

hemoglobin and hematocrit, to calculate the red cell indices, and to measure the concentration of 

white blood cells and platelets. These measurements are usually performed on a multichannel 

analyzer that measures all of the parameters on every sample. Therefore, laboratory 

assessments routinely include these measurements. 

HCPCS Codes (Alphanumeric, CPT AMA) 

Code Description 

85004 Blood count, automated differential white blood cell (WBC) count 

85007 Blood count; blood smear, microscopic examination with manual 
differential WBC count 

85008 Blood count; blood smear, microscopic examination without manual 
differential WBC count 

85013 Blood count, Spun microhematocrit 

85014 Blood count, hematocrit (Hct) 

85018 Blood count, Hemoglobin 

85025 Blood count, complete (CBC), automated (Hgb, Hct, RBC, WBC and 
platelet count) and automated differential WBC count 

85027 Blood count, complete (CBC), automated (Hgb, Hct, RBC, WBC and 
platelet count) 

85032 Blood count; manual cell count (erythrocyte, leukocyte, platelet) each 

85048 Blood count, leukocyte (WBC), automated 

85049 Blood count; platelet, automated 



ICD-10-CM Codes Covered by Medicare Program 

Any ICD-10-CM code not listed in either the non-covered section or the medical necessity section. 

 


